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our mission

ice High School, established  
in 1938 in Central Harlem by  
the Congregation of Christian 

Brothers, is a Catholic, college 
preparatory school that exists  
to educate young men by 

developing spiritual, academic, and 
personal qualities that will allow them  
to make a difference in their families, 
communities, and society at large.

in 
this 
issue
2	� Where are 

Raider Grads 
Hooping  
it Up Now?

3	� What’s New?
4	� A Letter  

from the 
Archbishop

5	� Two  
Generations  
of  Alumni  
Give Back  
to Rice

8 	� Donor  
Report

10 	�Five Alums 
Making a  
Difference 
at Rice

12 	Class Notes
13 	�In  

Memorium
15 	�Sports  

Page
16 	�Our Newest 

Alumni
17	 Ways to Give

The 5th annual Rice High School golf outing  
was held on September 28, 2009 at The Sedgewood  
Club in Carmel, New York. Mike Gibbons, last year’s  
St. Patrick’s Day Parade Grand Marshal, served as  
the event’s Honorary Chair.  

Rice seniors Shabba Smith and Keith Walton with Mike Flynn ’66 
and the  Marini brothers—Art ’56, Jim’61 and Al ’56.
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ear Friends: Our new alumni magazine, Rice Con-
nections, serves two important functions. With 
the stories about our students and teachers, it 
provides some insight into how we are fulfilling 
our mission: to develop spiritual, academic, and 

personal qualities that will allow our students  
to make a difference in their families, communities, 

and society at large. It also publicly recognizes the gener-
ous support Rice High School receives from its graduates, 
parents, and friends, without whom this life-changing 
work would not be possible.

Rice High School does change lives. I’ve seen it in the two 
short years I’ve served as Head of School. You can read in this 
magazine how it changed the lives of our two Annual 
Fund Chairmen, Wally Probst ’60 and Linwood 
Sessoms ’00, and how it is changing the lives of our 
current students. And you no doubt reflect on how 
it has changed your life, either through your affili-
ation with Rice, or through your direct experience 
as an alumnus. 

Many acknowledge how the mission of Rice 
High School is still at work in their lives today by 
contributing generously to the Annual Fund, which 
directly supports the school’s mission in many very 
practical ways. Contributions to last year’s Annual 
Fund helped us to provide scholarship support to qualified 
students who cannot afford full tuition. It paid for competition 
entry fees for our robotics team. It supplied our science labs 
and sent our students on a spiritual retreat. It allowed us to 
bring more technology into our classrooms.   

This work is critically important in the execution of our 
mission, and it is all costly. We hope you will look for the  
opportunities we provide in this magazine to contribute to the 
2010 Annual Fund and that you will respond generously.

Yours in Christ,

A MESSAGE FROM OUR HEAD OF SCHOOL
Michael S. Segvich, CFC

rice high school 
changes lives
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rom our most recent graduating  
class, Durand Scott is at the  
University of Miami, and classmates 

Charles Fenner’s at Quinnipiac  
University and Jonathan Williams is  

 at Lycoming College.
The November ’09 issue of Sports  

Illustrated had Kemba Walker ’08, on its  
front cover (right). Kemba’s 
at UConn, while fellow classmates 
Dorvell Carter’s at Marist, Jeff Harris is at Holy 
Cross and Courtney Tabron is at Penn State Hazleton. 
Randy Battle ’07, is playing for Mount St. Vincent and  
classmate Derrick Grate is at Penn State. As of this 
printing, Chris Fouch (left) of Drexel, is the  
Colonial Athletic Association 
(CAA) candidate for men’s 

basketball Rookie of  the Year. 
Grads Edgar Sosa ’06, (right) also pictured in 

November’s Sports Illustrated, is getting a lot of play 
as a point guard for Louisville, and Curtis Kelly 
’06 is under the boards for Kansas State. 

All of these young men who wore the Green and 
Gold are representing Rice well at the next level.

Where are 
Raider Grads Hooping 
it Up Now?  

Chris Fouch.



 

reading the signs There is a sign over the entrance to Rice 
High School that reads “The ‘Street’ Ends Here” (see back cover). One 
of our sophomores recently said that no one had to explain to him and 
his classmates what that sign meant. They know that well before they 
enter the building, ties are straightened, pants are pulled up. What 
they know and see in the street stays in the street. This student added 
that the sign meant something even more to him and his friends—
what you learned at Rice, the good stuff such as integrity, respecting 
yourself and others, you brought that from Rice into the street and 

into your home. ¶ A book has been written about Rice that tells of the miracles that 
happen here, that have occurred for the last 71 years. The author, Patrick McCloskey, 
spent one year at Rice with full access to students, parents, faculty, 
and administration while researching his book, The Street Stops 
Here. The book is a compelling read that chronicles the history of 
Catholic education in New York City from the arrival of the Irish at 
Ellis Island in the 1840’s to the challenges today’s students face in a 
world filled with gang violence and the ever present temptation of 
drugs. McCloskey profiles the first African-American principal in 
a New York City Christian Brothers’ school, a former Black Panther, 
who worked diligently to ensure that the young black and Hispanic 
men at Rice had more than a better chance to succeed in a world he 
never thought he could. This book is a testimony to why Catholic 
education, and especially Rice High School, must be preserved. 

DNA Project Our Science Department has partnered with the Dolan DNA Center lab 
in Harlem to introduce students to modern DNA techniques, the foundation of the bio-
technology industry. Rice honors students are learning about DNA variation through DNA 
amplification, single nucleotide polymorphism (SNPs), sequence analysis, and DNA finger-
printing. They are also being taught how to manipulate DNA and transfer genes from one 

organism to another. ¶ Modern biology is no longer just 
about dissecting frogs. It has evolved into an information 
science concerned with extracting genetic information 
from the cells of living organisms and analyzing that data 
to determine health in a very specific way. ¶ Our students 
are very excited about learning these state of the art tech-
niques. This program takes Brother Edmund Rice’s com-
mitment to education well into the 21st century. 

COMING SOON! OUR NEW WEBSITE Keep an eye open for our new website,  
currently under development. Our new web address is: www.ricehsny.org. In the future, 
in an effort to reduce printing and postage costs, we will be emailing Rice Connections to 
you.  The magazine will also reside on our website. So, please take a minute to make sure 
we have your correct and current email address by emailing Karen Fredrickson in our 
Alumni Office (alumni@ricehighschool.com).  Please let her know of any address changes 
in the future. If you do not have access to email and would like to continue receiving hard 
copies of the magazine, please let Karen know (212) 348-4947.
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	G abriel Abreu	 Penn State University
	 Richard Anderson	 Undecided
	C hristian Clarke	 Barry University
	 James Cook	 Buffalo State University
	 Javan Cruz	 Long Island University
	W esley Darbouze	 Fairfield University
	T homas Dimery	 CUNY
	D aquan Dixon	 Undecided
	N edp Edouard	 CUNY
	L arry Fair	 John Jay College of Criminal Justice
	C harles Fenner	 Quinnipiac University
	D ante Harris	 North Carolina Central University
	D ominique Harris	 Undecided
	D arius Hawkins	 College of Mt. St. Vincent
	I saiah Hodges	 University of Bridgeport
	  Herschel Howell	 University of Bridgeport
	Channon Drumgold-Jenkins	 Seton Hall University
	D avid Johnson	 Marist College
	I saiah Johnson	 New York Institute of Technology
	A hijah Josiah	 University of Tampa
	A ntoine Joyner	 Penn State University
	H arold Joyner	 Hampton University
	K abine Kaba	 Undecided
	K alifa Kouyate	 CUNY
	 Robert Marzan	 New York Institute of Technology
	 Ricardo Mercado	 CUNY
	T yler Montplaisir	 Indian Hills College
	D avid Richards	 Tuskegee University
	G regory Robinson	 Virginia Union University
	L uis Rosario	 University of Bridgeport
	D arwin Santana	 Iona College
	 Yeuri Santos	 College of Mt. St. Vincent
	D urand Scott	 University of Miami
	T ravis Smith	 Long Island University
	 James Stukes	 University of Albany
	D onnell Van Duyne	 University of Bridgeport
	 Johnathan Williams	 Lycoming College
	M ichael Young	 Five Towns College

they came 
to rice and 

went to 
college

ABOVE CAPTION TK

or the third year  
in a row, 100% of 

our graduating class 
have been accepted to   

college.We are proud 
of our newest alums and 
are confident that the 
education they earned 
and the values they  
acquired at Rice will 
help them make positive 
contributions to society.



ANNUAL FUND
Each year, Rice depends  
on the generosity of all the 
members of the Rice family  
to make contributions on 
behalf of the Annual Fund. 
These unrestricted funds  
are used to bridge the gap 
between the cost of tuition  
and the actual cost of 
educating a student.  
The “gap” is approximately 
$6,000 per year per student.

By contributing to the  
schools’ operating budget,  
the Annual Fund is used 
primarily to augment the 
schools’ program offerings, 
faculty compensation, 
technology advancement, 
financial aid programs  
and maintenance to the 
physical plant.

Gifts of Cash
There are easy ways to  
make a gift to Rice:

1. �We accept VISA and 
MasterCard. Call us at  
(212) 348-4947, or email 
alumni@ricehighschool.com.

2. �Send checks or pledges  
using the enclosed  
giving envelope.

3. �Go to the Alumni  
section of our website  
(www.ricehsny.org)  
and make a secure  
gift using PayPal.

Matching Gifts
Many companies will  
match contributions made  
by an employee, retiree  
(and those of a spouse).  
Please inquire whether your 
employer has such or program 
and, if so, obtain the proper 
forms to forward to Rice.  
The donor receives credit  
for both the original gift and 
the amount of the match.  

Securities
Gifts of appreciated securities 
may offer significant tax 
advantages to the donor and 
are very simple to arrange. 
Credit is given and a tax 
deduction is allowable for the 
value of the mean of the high 
and low prices of the stock  
on the day of the transfer of 
the securities to Rice High 
School. Please call Sebastian 
Bulfamante in the Business 
Office, (212) 369-4100 x218,  
for further information on 
how to arrange a transfer.

ESTATE PLANNING–
The Synan Society
Named for Br. Patrick N. 
Synan, Principal of Rice  
High School from 1956-1962, 
The Synan Society recognizes 
those individuals who have 
included Rice High School  
in their estate plan or will. 
Rice welcomes members  
who have created their  
estate planning gifts through 
provisions such as charitable 
trusts, retained life estates, 
gifts of life insurance and 
bequests. Making or changing 
a Will should always be done 
with the assistance of an 
attorney. The following 
language could be used:  
“I give to Rice High School, 
74 West 124th Street, New 
York, NY 10027, $  or 

 % of my estate (or stock), 
to be used for its general 
purposes.” Please let us  
know if you have made  
such arrangements so that  
you will be recognized in  
the Donor Report.
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the alumni magazine 
of rice high school

Please contact Karen Fredrickson (alumni@ricehighschool.com, 
(212) 348-4947) in the Alumni Office for details about these  
special days and learn how you can participate with your fellow 
alumni and current students. 
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